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Regulatory Division

                                           PUBLIC NOTICE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps),
is circulating this notice to advise the public of recent changes in District procedures. These changes
when fully implemented, are designed to increase the efficiency of District staff, and to better serve
the public by decreasing the time required for review of Department of the Army permit applications
and jurisdictional delineations (JD).

BACKGROUND:
     Pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404), a Department of the Army permit is
required for excavation of or any discharge of dredged or fill material into "waters of the United
States", including wetlands. Wetlands are defined in the Corps of Engineer's (Corps) regulations [33
CFR, 328.3(b)] as "areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions." For the purposes of Section 404, the
identification and delineation of wetlands is accomplished in accordance with the 1987 Corps of
Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual (87 Manual).

PROJECT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER:
     When the public requests the Corps to perform a wetland JD or to verify a wetland JD to ascertain
that it was performed in accordance with the 87 Manual, the Corps assigns a 9-digit identification
number to the requested action. This number is stated in all correspondence from the Corps to the
individual requesting the action. This number will also be assigned to any subsequent actions (permit
application reviews) that may be proposed on this same site. Therefore, subsequent to the number
being assigned, all requests for any type of action on the Corps' part pertaining to this geographic
location should reference the assigned number.

JURISDICTIONAL DELINEATION VERIFICATION INFORMATION:
     When a non-Corps individual performs a wetland JD and requests that the Corps review the JD to
verify that it was performed in accordance with the criteria specified in the 87 Manual, it will be
necessary for the requestor to include completed data forms with the request. The data forms are a
requirement of the 87 Manual and are those specified for the Routine Method. The current approved
data form is 2-sided and has "Approved by HQUSACE 2/92" printed in the lower right corner of the
reverse side. A map (sketch) showing the locations of the sampling points will also be required. The
number of data forms (sampling points) will vary with the complexity of the site, but should be
sufficient (minimum of 2) to show how the line between the wetland/non-wetland interface was
determined. Normally, two data forms (one on the wetland side of the line and one on the non-
wetland side of the line) should be filled out wherever a wetland
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vegetative community change occurs. When characterizing soils, it will usually not be necessary to go
deeper than 12-16 inches. Emphasis should be placed on hydric soils indicators and not on profile
description. It will usually not be necessary to confirm whether the soil is the type mapped per the
county soil survey.
     In addition to the above, it would be helpful if supporting information contained in the request
included sketches of the JD (sketches of the JD on an aerial photograph (1"=200' if available) is most
desirable); name of the appropriate U.S.G.S. Quad sheet(s); Section, Township, Range; soil survey
identification information (County, year, page number); latitude and longitude of the center point of
the project.

Enclosure

Lawrence C. Evans
Chief, Regulatory Division
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